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1
READING DEVICE USABILITY

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to electronic read-
ing devices, and more particularly to the usability of elec-
tronic reading devices.

Screen readers convert information such as text displayed
on an electronic device (e.g., smart phones, tablets, personal
computers, laptop computers, e-readers and the like) to
audible speech. Printed media (e.g., books, magazines,
newspapers, etc.) is available to be digitally downloaded to
electronic devices. An electronic book (e.g., e-book, digital
book, or e-edition) is a book-length publication in digital
form, consisting of text, images, or both, readable on com-
puters or other electronic devices. E-books are becoming
popular for recreation as well as educational uses. Many
electronic devices provide text-to-speech capabilities
enabling the electronic device to audibly read media such as
e-books. Additionally, screen readers may be used by the
visually impaired to conceptualize the contents being pre-
sented on the display of an electronic device.

SUMMARY

As disclosed herein a method, executed by a computer,
includes detecting, on an electronic device, a read operation
that audibly reads visually presented information. The
method further includes retrieving from a user profile a first
threshold value and a second threshold value. The method
further includes analyzing potential distractions to deter-
mine an estimated distraction level. The method further
includes pausing the read operation if the estimated distrac-
tion level is greater than or equal to the first threshold value.
The method further includes resuming the read operation if
the estimated distraction level is less than or equal to the
second threshold value. A computer system, and a computer
program product corresponding to the method are also
disclosed herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram depicting a comput-
ing environment in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart depicting a reading device control
method, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 depicts an example of profile information corre-
sponding to the reading device control method, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a block diagram depicting various components
of one embodiment of a computer suitable for executing the
methods disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Society has become increasingly dependent on electronic
devices (e.g., smart phones, tablets, personal computers,
laptop computers, e-readers and the like) for various aspects
of day-to-day activities. Traditionally, electronic devices
have been used to view email, e-books, webpages, stored
document, recipes, and the like. With the advances in
text-to-speech technology, many devices are now capable of
audibly reading content that is visually presented to a user.

Electronic devices that read electronic content to a user
(also called reading devices) are becoming more and more
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popular. Reading devices provide both a service and a
convenience for users. As a service for the visually impaired,
a screen reader may attempt to identify and interpret what is
being displayed on the screen of an electronic device, and
then audibly present the interpreted information to the user
using text-to-speech technology. As a convenience, an indi-
vidual may use a reading device to listen to digital media
(e.g., a book, a newspaper article, or email) as the reading
device reads the material to them.

If an individual is reading an actual paper book, and
becomes distracted (e.g., the phone rings, they receive an
instant message, the doorbell rings, or are otherwise diverted
from reading), the individual may place a bookmark in the
book to indicate where they stopped reading. Embodiments
of the present invention recognize that conventional reading
devices continue reading after the individual using the
device has become distracted. For example, if an individual
is using a reading device, and becomes distracted (e.g., the
individuals attention becomes diverted when the phone
rings, they receive an instant message, the doorbell rings, or
someone starts talking to them), the reading device will
continue to read even though the individual is no longer
listening to the device. Additionally, if the individual is
listening to a reading device in an automobile, and traffic
becomes congested, or emergency sirens are detected, the
user should pay full attention to the driving conditions and
not pay attention to the reading device. However, the reading
device will continue to read even though the individual may
not be able to listen. When the individual is able to resume
listening to the reading device, it may be very difficult to
determine where to begin listening, since the reading device
has continued to read while the individual was distracted.
The embodiments disclosed herein generally address and
solve the above-described problems.

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram depicting a comput-
ing environment 100 in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. Computing environment 100 includes
a client computer system 110 and a server computer system
190, which can be smart phones, tablets, desktop computers,
laptop computers, specialized computer servers, or any other
computer systems known in the art. In some embodiments,
client computer system 110 and server computer system 190
represent computer systems utilizing clustered computers
and components to act as a single pool of seamless resources
when accessed through a network 150. In general, client
computer system 110 and server computer system 190 are
representative of any electronic devices, or combination of
electronic devices, capable of executing machine-readable
program instructions, as described in greater detail with
regard to FIG. 4.

Client computer system 110 may include a reading unit
120, a detection unit 125, control unit 130, and a data store
140. Reading unit 120 may be configured to enable text-to-
speech operations and audibly read any text being displayed
on Client computer system 110. Detection unit 125 may be
configured to detect potential distractions in the vicinity of
a user. Detection unit 125 may interface with various /O
devices associated with the client computer system 110 such
as a microphone, camera (e.g., a web cam), and the like.
Detection unit 125 is depicted as a single module, however,
it may be one or more modules configured to detect potential
distractions. Detecting potential distractions may include
receiving information from services currently running on
client computer system 110 (e.g., gaze detection, sound
detection, incoming messages, and the like). Additionally,
detecting potential distractions may include receiving, via
network 150, information (e.g., Global Positioning System
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(GPS) location, traffic conditions, weather advisory, and the
like) from services running on a server computer, such as,
server computer system 190 or on another device (not
shown) connected over network 150. Control unit 130 may
be configured to receive, from detection unit 125, informa-
tion corresponding to potential distractions and determine if
the operation of reading unit 120 should be altered (e.g.,
slowed down, stopped, or restarted). A more detailed
description of controlling a reading device, as executed by
one embodiment of control unit 130, is included with respect
to FIG. 2.

Data store 140 may store digital media (e.g., books, email,
word processor documents, and the like). Additionally, data
store 140 may store profile information (e.g., as depicted in
FIG. 3) corresponding to a reading device control method
(e.g., as depicted in FIG. 2). Data store 140 may be any
non-volatile storage media known in the art. For example,
data store 140 can be implemented with a tape library,
optical library, one or more independent hard disk drives, or
multiple hard disk drives in a redundant array of indepen-
dent disks (RAID). Similarly, data on data store 140 may
conform to any suitable storage architecture known in the
art, such as a file, a relational database, an object-oriented
database, and/or one or more tables.

As depicted, server computer system 190 includes a
media service 160 and a data service 170. Although depicted
as a single service, media service 160 may be one or more
services for providing digital media. Included in the one or
more services may be an electronic book service (e.g.,
electronic copies of printed books), an email service, or a
social media website. The digital media may be remotely
accessed via network 150, and may be stored on data store
140. Data service 170 may provide detection unit 125 with
details identifying a potential distraction. As depicted, data
service 170 is a single service, however, data service 170
may be one or more services providing, for example, but not
limited to, GPS coordinates, traffic information, or weather
information.

Network 150 can be, for example, a local area network
(LAN), a wide area network (WAN) such as the Internet, or
a combination of the two, and include wired, wireless, or
fiber optic connections. In general, network 150 can be any
combination of connections and protocols that will support
communications between server computer system 190 and
client computer system 110 in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart depicting a reading device control
method 200, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. As depicted, reading device control
method 200 includes detecting (210) a read operation,
receiving (220) threshold values, analyzing (230) reading
distractions, determining (240) whether the environment is
distracting, pausing (250) reading, determining (260)
whether the environment is conducive to reading, resuming
(270) reading, and determining (280) whether there is more
to read. Reading device control method 200 enables a
reading device to react to potential distractions that may
cause the user to become distracted.

Detecting (210) a read operation may include control unit
130 receiving an indication that a reading unit, such as
reading unit 120, is conducting a read operation. In some
embodiments, control unit 130 uses system commands to
detect when reading unit 120 is conducting a read operation.
In other embodiments, reading unit 120 produces a signal
(e.g., electronic indicator or electronic message) when read-
ing unit 120 is actively reading. For example, control unit
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130 may detect an active read operation by detecting or
receiving the signal (not shown) produced by reading unit
120.

Receiving (220) threshold values may include control unit
130 receiving a first threshold value and a second threshold
value that may be retrieved from a user profile correspond-
ing to control unit 130. A more detailed description of an
example of a user profile is included with respect to FIG. 3.
The first threshold value may indicate an estimated distrac-
tion level at which control unit 130 pauses reading unit 120.
The second threshold value may indicate an estimated
distraction level at which control unit 130 allows reading
unit 120 to resume reading. In some embodiments, the
estimated distraction level is computed by accumulating a
set of numerical weighted values, corresponding to potential
reading distractions. Crossing the first and second threshold
values may cause control unit 130 to take an action (e.g.,
pausing or resuming the reading operation). In other
embodiments, the estimated distraction level is computed by
counting a total number of concurrent potential distractions.
A change in the number of distractions may cause control
unit 130 to take an action (e.g., 3 or more distractions causes
reading to pause, and less than 2 distractions causes reading
to resume).

Analyzing (230) reading distractions may include control
unit 130 receiving a list of potential distractions that may be
retrieved from a user profile. The list of potential distractions
may include, but is not limited to, data entry activity,
messaging activity, voice detection, and the like. Using the
list of potential distractions, control unit 130 may assess the
user’s environment to determine if any of the distractions
included in the list of potential distractions have occurred. In
some embodiments, control unit 130 receives information
identifying a potential distraction within the user’s environ-
ment from one or more services running on the local device
(e.g., detection unit 125). In other embodiments, control unit
130 receives information identifying a potential distraction
within the user’s environment from one or more services
provided by a remote server (e.g., data service 170). In
another embodiment, each distraction in the list of potential
distractions includes a corresponding numerical weight. In
this embodiment, control unit 130 accumulates the numeri-
cal weights corresponding to potential distractions identified
within the environment, and thereby provides an estimated
distraction level.

Determining (240) whether the environment is distracting
may include control unit 130 comparing the first distraction
value with an estimated distraction level. If the estimated
distraction level is greater than or equal to the first distrac-
tion value, then reading device control method 200 proceeds
to pausing (250) reading. Otherwise, reading device control
method 200 proceeds to determining (260) whether the
environment is conducive to reading.

Pausing (250) reading may include control unit 130
requesting that reading unit 120 pause (e.g., stop or halt) the
reading operation. In some embodiments, control unit 130
pauses reading unit 120 and also identifies the last location
in the text processed by reading unit 120. In other embodi-
ments, control unit 130 causes reading unit 120 to slow the
reading pace to accommodate a distraction (e.g., keyboard
activity, and/or mouse activity) and if the estimated distrac-
tion level persists or increases in value, the reading operation
will be paused (e.g. halted).

Determining (260) whether the environment is conducive
to reading may include control unit 130 comparing the
second distraction value with an estimated distraction level.
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If the estimated distraction level is less than or equal to the
second distraction value, then reading device control method
200 proceeds to resuming (270) reading. Otherwise, reading
device control method 200 proceeds to determining (280)
whether there is more to read.

Resuming (270) reading may include control unit 130
requesting that reading unit 120 resume the reading opera-
tion. In some embodiments, the read operation resumes in
the exact location that reading was paused. In other embodi-
ments, the last location in the text to be read has been
preserved, however, the reading operation automatically
moves back one minute to account for the possibility that the
user may have been distracted before control unit 130
detected and reacted to the estimated distraction level. In yet
another embodiment, the last location in the text is not
preserved, and the reading operation resumes at the begin-
ning of most recent unit of reading (e.g., the beginning of an
email, the beginning of a page of a book or document, and
the like).

Determining (280) whether there is more to read may
include control unit 130 detecting if reading unit 120 is still
active and attempting to perform a reading operation. In
some embodiments, reading unit 120 is a screen reading
application that continuously describes a computer screen to
a visually impaired user, and is continually running. In other
embodiments, reading unit 120 is an e-book reader, and is
configured to read a portion of the e-book for a configurable
duration and then stop. When the reading duration has
elapsed, reading unit 120 may indicate there is nothing more
to read.

FIG. 3 depicts example profile information 300, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 3
provides only an illustration of one example and does not
imply any limitations with regard to different potential
distractions that may be included in other embodiments. In
the depicted example, profile information 300 includes an
example of local profile 310 and mobile profile extension
330. Local profile 310 comprises potential local distractions
that may be present in the current listening environment of
the user. The local environment may be defined as the user’s
immediate surroundings, for example, at the office, in the
home, sitting in a park, sitting in a café, or any location that
a user may listen to a reading device.

In the depicted example, local profile 310 and mobile
profile extension 330 comprise configuration elements 321-
329 and 341-345, respectively. Using the depicted configu-
ration elements, potential distractions are assigned a numeri-
cal weight within the range 0-100, with zero indicating no
importance, and 100 indicating the potential distraction is
very important. If control unit 130 detects (i.e., identifies) a
potential distraction in the user’s environment, the numeri-
cal weight corresponding to the distraction is accumulated
producing an estimated distraction level. When the esti-
mated distraction level reaches a configured threshold, con-
trol unit 130 may take actions to either pause or resume the
operation of a reading application (e.g. reading unit 120).

Configuration element 321 allows configuration of a
pause-reading threshold (i.e., a first threshold) configuration
item. Control unit 130 may pause a reading application (e.g.
reading unit 120) if the estimated distraction level is greater
than or equal to the value corresponding to the pause-
reading threshold as identified in configuration element 321.
Configuration element 322 allows configuration of a
resume-reading threshold (i.e., second threshold) configu-
ration item. A reading application (e.g. reading unit 120)
may be enabled to resume reading by control unit 130 if the
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estimated distraction level is less than or equal to the value
corresponding to the resume-reading threshold as identified
in element 322.

In some embodiments, the pause-reading threshold is
greater than the resume-reading threshold. In other embodi-
ments, the pause-reading threshold and the resume-reading
threshold are represented by a single configuration value.
Configuration elements 323-329 enable the user to assign a
numerical weight to each of the potential distractions iden-
tified in the user profile. Following is a description of
configuration elements 323-329.

Configuration element 323 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a user gaze configuration
item. User gaze may be defined as detecting where the user’s
eyes are focused (e.g., where the user is looking). If detec-
tion unit 125 determines that the user is not focused on the
display or monitor of the reading device, then the numerical
weight corresponding to the gaze configuration item is
included in the estimated distraction level. In the current
example, the numerical weight corresponding to the user
gaze configuration item is zero, indicating that the user does
not want the focus of the user’s eyes to have an effect on the
estimated distraction level.

Configuration element 324 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a data entry activity
configuration item. Data entry activity may include using a
physical keyboard or virtual keyboard to provide input to the
electronic device performing the reading operation. If detec-
tion unit 125 determines that the user is performing a data
entry activity, then the numerical weight corresponding to
the data entry activity configuration item is included in the
estimated distraction level. In the current example, the
numerical weight corresponding to the data entry activity
configuration item is 30.

Configuration element 325 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a pointing device activity
configuration item. Pointing device activity may include
using a mouse, track ball, touchpad, touch screen, or the like
to move a pointer (or cursor). If detection unit 125 deter-
mines that the user is using a pointing device, then the
numerical weight corresponding to the pointing device
activity configuration item is included in the estimated
distraction level. In the current example, the numerical
weight corresponding to the pointing device activity con-
figuration item is 20.

Configuration element 326 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a messaging activity
configuration item. Messaging activity may include the
electronic device (e.g., client computer system 110) receiv-
ing some form of electronic message. The message may be
an instant message, a test message, a voicemail, a pager
alert, or the like and may be presented as a popup window,
included in an existing window, or some other method of
presentation. If detection unit 125 detects messaging activ-
ity, then the numerical weight corresponding to the messag-
ing activity configuration item is included in the estimated
distraction level. In the current example, the numerical
weight corresponding to the messaging activity configura-
tion item is 50.

Configuration element 327 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to an incoming call con-
figuration item. An incoming call may include receiving a
call via land-line, cell phone, smart phone, tablet, personal
computer, or any other device capable of receiving an
incoming call. The call may be a traditional phone call, a
wireless phone call, a video call using peer-to-peer computer
connections, and the like. If detection unit 125 detects an
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incoming call, then the numerical weight corresponding to
the incoming call configuration item is included in the
estimated distraction level. In the current example, the
numerical weight corresponding to an incoming call con-
figuration item is 100, indicating that the user feels an
incoming call is a major distraction, and should immediately
push the estimated distraction level above the pause-reading
threshold (as defined by configuration element 321).

Configuration element 328 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a doorbell configuration
item. A doorbell may be a signaling device placed near an
entry door used by a visitor to alert the occupant of the
visitor’s presence. A doorbell may include an electronic
sound, a metal on metal knocking sound, a hand knocking on
the door sound, and the like. If detection unit 125 detects a
doorbell, then the numerical weight corresponding to the
doorbell configuration item is included in the estimated
distraction level. In the current example, the numerical
weight corresponding to the doorbell configuration item is
80.

Configuration element 329 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a voice detection con-
figuration item. Voice detection may include an individual
speaking directly to the user, a discussion between two or
more individuals in near proximity to the user, or any other
voice disturbances in near proximity to the user. If detection
unit 125 detects voices, then the numerical weight corre-
sponding to the voice detection configuration item is
included in the estimated distraction level. In the current
example, the numerical weight corresponding to the voice
detection configuration item is 50.

Mobile profile extension 330 comprises potential mobile
distractions that may be present when the user is mobile
(e.g., driving an automobile, riding a train, walking, and the
like). Configuration element 341 allows the user to enable or
disable the inclusion a selectable mobile profile extension
comprising configuration items corresponding to mobile
profile extension 330 within the profile.

Configuration element 342 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to an emergency siren
configuration item. An emergency siren may include any
siren associated with an emergency vehicle, such as, but not
limited to a police car, a fire truck, an ambulance, or a park
ranger. If detection unit 125 or some other service (e.g., data
service 170) detects an emergency siren, then the numerical
weight corresponding to the emergency siren configuration
item is included in the estimated distraction level. In the
current example, the numerical weight corresponding to an
emergency siren configuration item is 100, indicating that
the user feels an emergency siren is a major distraction, and
should immediately push the estimated distraction level
above the pause-reading threshold (as defined by configu-
ration element 321).

Configuration element 343 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a heavy traffic alert
configuration item. A heavy traffic alert may include a GPS
warning that there is heavy traffic along your intended path
of travel, an emergency warning transmitted over radio
frequencies, internet mapping services, or the like. If detec-
tion unit 125 or some other service (e.g., data service 170)
detects a heavy traffic alert, then the numerical weight
corresponding to the heavy traffic alert configuration item is
included in the estimated distraction level. In the current
example, the numerical weight corresponding to an emer-
gency siren configuration item is 30.

Configuration element 344 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to an accident alert con-
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figuration item. An accident alert may indicate there is an
accident within a mile of the user’s current location. An
accident alert may be received from services such as an
emergency warning transmitted over radio frequencies,
internet mapping services, or the like. If detection unit 125
or some other service (e.g., data service 170) detects an
accident alert, then the numerical weight corresponding to
the accident alert configuration item is included in the
estimated distraction level. In the current example, the
numerical weight corresponding to an emergency siren
configuration item is 40.

Configuration element 345 enables the user to indicate a
numerical weight corresponding to a weather advisory con-
figuration item. A weather advisory may warn the user of
potentially dangerous weather (e.g., a tornado, freezing rain,
heavy snow, heavy rain, and the like) near the user’s current
location. A weather advisory may be received from services
such as the National Weather Service, internet weather sites,
local radio stations, and the like. If detection unit 125 or
some other service (e.g., data service 170) detects a weather
advisory, then the numerical weight corresponding to the
weather advisory configuration item is included in the
estimated distraction level. In the current example, the
numerical weight corresponding to an emergency siren
configuration item is 40.

The current example presents a single profile. In other
embodiments, the user may have multiple profiles for vari-
ous environments. For example, the user may have unique
profiles for the office, traveling on the bus, driving a car, and
sitting in a café. In another embodiment, control unit 130
senses the current environment of the device and automati-
cally selects an available profile that is appropriate for the
environment. In some other embodiment, control unit 130
detects a change in environment and prompts the user to
determine if a profile change is required. In yet another
embodiment, control unit 130 delays the presentation of
messages and popups by enabling a do-not-disturb profile
setting.

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of components of a
computer system 400, which is an example of a system such
as client computer system 110 within computing environ-
ment 100 of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. It should be appreciated that FIG. 4
provides only an illustration of one implementation and does
not imply any limitations with regard to the environments in
which different embodiments can be implemented. Many
modifications to the depicted environment can be made.

Client computer system 110 includes processor(s) 404,
cache 414, memory 406, persistent storage 408, communi-
cations unit 410, input/output (I/O) interface(s) 412 and
communications fabric 402. Communications fabric 402
provides communications between cache 414, memory 406,
persistent storage 408, communications unit 410, and input/
output (I/O) interface(s) 412. Communications fabric 402
can be implemented with any architecture designed for
passing data and/or control information between processors
(such as microprocessors, communications and network
processors, etc.), system memory, peripheral devices, and
any other hardware components within a system. For
example, communications fabric 402 can be implemented
with one or more buses.

Memory 406 and persistent storage 408 are computer
readable storage media. In this embodiment, memory 406
includes random access memory (RAM). In general,
memory 406 can include any suitable volatile or non-volatile
computer readable storage media. Cache 414 is a fast
memory that enhances the performance of processor(s) 404
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by holding recently accessed data, and data near recently
accessed data, from memory 406.

Program instructions and data used to practice embodi-
ments of the present invention, e.g., data store 140, reading
device control method 200, and profile information 300, are
stored in persistent storage 408 for execution and/or access
by one or more of the respective processor(s) 404 via cache
414. In this embodiment, persistent storage 408 includes a
magnetic hard disk drive. Alternatively, or in addition to a
magnetic hard disk drive, persistent storage 408 can include
a solid-state hard drive, a semiconductor storage device, a
read-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM), a flash memory, or any other
computer readable storage media that is capable of storing
program instructions or digital information.

The media used by persistent storage 408 may also be
removable. For example, a removable hard drive may be
used for persistent storage 408. Other examples include
optical and magnetic disks, thumb drives, and smart cards
that are inserted into a drive for transfer onto another
computer readable storage medium that is also part of
persistent storage 408.

Communications unit 410, in these examples, provides
for communications with other data processing systems or
devices, including resources client computer system 110. In
these examples, communications unit 410 includes one or
more network interface cards. Communications unit 410
may provide communications through the use of either or
both physical and wireless communications links. Program
instructions and data used to practice embodiments of data
store 140, reading device control method 200, and profile
information 300 may be downloaded to persistent storage
408 through communications unit 410.

1/O interface(s) 412 allows for input and output of data
with other devices that may be connected to each computer
system. For example, /O interface(s) 412 may provide a
connection to external device(s) 416 such as a keyboard, a
keypad, a touch screen, a microphone, a digital camera,
and/or some other suitable input device. External device(s)
416 can also include portable computer readable storage
media such as, for example, thumb drives, portable optical
or magnetic disks, and memory cards. Software and data
used to practice embodiments of the present invention can
be stored on such portable computer readable storage media
and can be loaded onto persistent storage 408 via 1/O
interface(s) 412. /O interface(s) 412 also connect to a
display 418.

Display 418 provides a mechanism to display data to a
user and may be, for example, a computer monitor.

The programs described herein are identified based upon
the application for which they are implemented in a specific
embodiment of the invention. However, it should be appre-
ciated that any particular program nomenclature herein is
used merely for convenience, and thus the invention should
not be limited to use solely in any specific application
identified and/or implied by such nomenclature.

The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or
a computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium (or
media) having computer readable program instructions
thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects of the
present invention.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an
electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
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optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), a static random access memory
(SRAM), a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a
floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device such as punch-
cards or raised structures in a groove having instructions
recorded thereon, and any suitable combination of the fore-
going. A computer readable storage medium, as used herein,
is not to be construed as being transitory signals per se, such
as radio waves or other freely propagating electromagnetic
waves, electromagnetic waves propagating through a wave-
guide or other transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing
through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted
through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler
instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or
either source code or object code written in any combination
of one or more programming languages, including an object
oriented programming language such as Smalltalk, C++ or
the like, and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computer,
partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a
remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide
area network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an
external computer (for example, through the Internet using
an Internet Service Provider). In some embodiments, elec-
tronic circuitry including, for example, programmable logic
circuitry, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGA), or pro-
grammable logic arrays (PLA) may execute the computer
readable program instructions by utilizing state information
of'the computer readable program instructions to personalize
the electronic circuitry, in order to perform aspects of the
present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
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and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus,
create means for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. These
computer readable program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable storage medium that can direct a
computer, a programmable data processing apparatus, and/
or other devices to function in a particular manner, such that
the computer readable storage medium having instructions
stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including
instructions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process, such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable apparatus, or other
device implement the functions/acts specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of instructions, which comprises one or more
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi-
cal function(s). In some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts or carry out combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

detecting, on an electronic device, a read operation that
audibly reads visually presented information, wherein
the read operation is detected using system commands;

retrieving from a user profile a first user-defined threshold
value and a second user-defined threshold value,
wherein the first user-defined threshold value identifies
an estimated distraction level at which the read opera-
tion is paused and the second user-defined threshold
value identifies the estimated distraction level at which
the read operation is resumed, and wherein the first
user-defined threshold value is greater than the second
user-defined threshold value, and wherein the user
profile comprises a list of one or more local distrac-
tions, the one or more local distractions each compris-
ing a user-defined numerical weight, and wherein the
user profile comprises a selectable mobile profile exten-
sion, the selectable mobile profile extension providing
a list of one or more mobile distractions each compris-
ing a user-defined numerical weight;

analyzing local and mobile distractions to determine the
estimated distraction level, wherein analyzing the local
and mobile distractions comprises assessing the user’s
environment to detect if any of the distractions included
in the list of local distractions and the list of mobile
distractions have occurred, and wherein determining
the estimated distraction level comprises accumulating
the numerical weight corresponding to the one or more
local distractions and the one or more mobile distrac-
tions that are detected;

determining if the estimated distraction level is greater
than or equal to the first threshold value;

pausing the read operation responsive to determining the
estimated distraction level is greater than or equal to the
first threshold value, wherein pausing the read opera-
tion comprises halting the read operation and identify-
ing a location in the visually presented information
where the read operation was halted;

determining if the estimated distraction level is less than
or equal to the second threshold value; and

resuming the read operation, responsive to determining
the estimated distraction level is less than or equal to
the second threshold value, wherein resuming the read
operation comprises starting the read operation begin-
ning at the location in the visually presented informa-
tion where the read operation was halted.
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